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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1-14 
recites BB_SCs, BB_SCr and R_RDYs which is undefined thus the examiner 
interpretation is indicate in the office action. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lu et al. 
(US 6,785,241, Hereinafter, Lu). 

As for claim 1 , Lu shows comparing received frame count and a first 
programmed counter value (Col. 6 line 6-16) when BB-SCs are received (Col. 5 line 1- 
5, Col. 6 line 51-55, NOTE: SOFA); loading the difference between the programmed 
counter value (Col. 6 line 20) and the received frame count into a buffer (Col. 6 line 6- 
8) and to a first counter that counts each frame that is transmitted (Col. 6 line 6-9, e.g. 
BB_Creclit_CNT); and sending BB-SCs to the local device if there is a match between 
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the first counter value and a second programmed counter value (Col. 6 line 20-24, Col. 
6 line 30-32). 

As for claim 2, Lu shows the first and the second programmed counter values are 
the same (Col. 6 line 21-23). 

As for claim 3, Lu shows a number of buffer credits lost are determined by the 
difference between the first and the received frame count (Col. 6 line 6-20). 

As for claim 4, Lu shows a first counter for counting received frames (Col. 6 line 
6-16); a first programmable counter that is programmed with a value (Col. 6 line 9, e.g. 
BB_CREDIT_CNT); a comparator for comparing the first counter and the first 
programmable counter value when BB SCs are received (Col. 6 line 21-23); and a 
second counter for counting transmitted frames (Col. 9 line 15). 

As for claim 5, Lu shows a second programmable counter whose value is 
compared to the second counter and if there is a match between the two values, BB- 
SCs are sent to the local device (Col. 9 line 9-25). 

As for claim 6, Lu shows the difference between the first counter value and first 
programmable counter value is loaded into a buffer (Col. 9 line 3-5) and sent to the 
second counter that counts transmitted frames (Col. 9 line 20-26). 

As for claim 7, Lu shows credit recovery of lost R RDYs in an in-line credit 
extender coupled between a remote device and a local device, comprising: counting 
received R RDYs (Col. 7 line 35-40), wherein a first counter counts the received R 
RDYs (Col. 7 line 35-40); setting a flag when a BB SCr (Col. 7 line 35-40, e.g. R_RDY) 
is received (Col. 7 line 45-47, note: clearing acknowledge from a buffer is setting 
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the flag); and transmitting BB-SCr when the first counter value is zero (Col. 7 line 49- 
51) and the flag is set (Col. 7 line 45-47, note: clearing acknowledge from a buffer is 
setting the flag). 

As for claim 8, Lu shows counting R RDYs after BB SCrs are received, wherein a 
second counter counts the R RDYs (Col. 7 line 35-40); and transmitting R RDYs when 
the second counter value is non-zero (Col. 7 line 39-56). 

As for claim 9, Lu shows the first counter value is decreased every time an 
R_RDY is transmitted (Col.5 line 35-36). 

As for claim 10, Lu shows wherein the flag is cleared after a BB SCr is 
transmitted (Col. 7 line 45-49). 

As for claim 1 1 , Lu shows wherein the second counter is decremented every time 
an R_RDY is transmitted (Col. 7 line 45-49). 

As for claim 12, Lu shows credit recovery of lost R_RDYs in an in- line credit 
extender coupled between a remote device and a local device, comprising: a first 
counter for counting received R_RDYs (Col. 8 line 51-54); a second counter for 
counting R RDYs received after BB SCrs are received (Col. 8 line 58-60); and a R RDY 
control module that transmits R_RDYs when the first counter value is non-zero (Figure 
4). 

As for claim 13, Lu shows a register that sets a flag when a BB_SCr is received 
(Col. 7 line 35-40, e.g. R_RDY) is received (Col. 7 line 45-47, note: clearing 
acknowledge from a buffer is setting the flag); and a BB-SCr control module that 
transmits BB_SCrs when the first value is zero (Col. 7 line 49-51). 



Application/Control Number: 10/664,548 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2616 

As for claim 14, Lu shows wherein the first and second counter flip based upon 
when an R_RDY is received (Col. 9 line 48-60). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Long P. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
9740. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30 - 5:00 EST 
Alternate Friday 7:30-4:00 EST. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
. supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 571-272-7629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Long Nguyen 




